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re 8 | 
Ir was the month a pid Maid, 
That for diſdain of finful worlds upbraid, ONT 
Fled back to Heaven, whence ſhe was firſt conceivedy | 
Into her filver bower, the ſun received ; 
And the hot Syrian dog on him awaiting, | 
After the chafed lion's cruel baiting, ; 
Corrupted had th? air with his noiſom breath, | 
And pour d on th*earthplague, Fan | 
Emongſt the reſt, a wicked malady N 
Reign'd emongſt men, that many did to die, 
Depriv'd of ſenſe and ordinary reaſon ; * 
That it to b ſeemed ſtrange and gegen. uy 
— 2 ; 


* Leeches, phyſicians,— Gul weil 
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My fortune was, *mongſt many others moe, 
To be partaker of their common woe; 
And my weak body, ſet on fire with grief, 
Was robb'd of reſt, and natural relief. 
Ir,”this ill plight,” there came to viſit me 
Some friends, who ſorry my ſad caſe to — 
Began to comfort me in chearful wiſe, 

And means of gladſom ſolace to deviſe. 

But ſeeing kindly ſleep refuſe to do \ 
His office, and my feeble eyes forego, | 
They ſought my troubled ſenſe how to deceave” | 
With talk, that might unquiet fancies reave; 

And fitting all on ſeats ona me round, 

With pleaſant Tales (fit for that idle Hound“) 
They caſt in courſe to waſte the weary hours : 
Some told of Ladies and their Paramours; 
Some of brave Knights and their renowned Squires; 
Some of the Fairies and their ſtrange attires ; 
And ſome of Giants, hard to be belieyed; * 8H 
That the delight thereof me much relieyed.. bs 
Amongſt the reſt, a good old Woman was, 
Hight + Mother Hybberd, who did far ſurpaſs . 

The reſt i in honeſt mirth, that ſeem'd her well: 
She, when her turn was come her Tale to tell, 
Fold of a ſtrange adyenture, that betided 
Berwixt the Fox and th⸗ Aye by him miſguided; 


The 


.1* Staind, Stuation,—t. Hiyhh, called. 


* 


AT AaACAOZIUAUUP STETOHM 4 
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The which fot that my my ſenſe it greatly pleaſed, © 
All were my a h and de, * 
L'le write in terms, as ſhe the ſame did "png 
So well as I her words remember mayo. 
No Muſe's aid me needs here-to to call ; 


| W ſtyle, and matter mean withal, 


Whylom* (ſaid the) before the World was civil, . 
The Fox and th' Ape diſliking of their evil 
And hard eſtate, determined to ſeek 
Their fortunes far abroad, lyeke with bis lyeke : þ 
For both were crafty and unhappy witted ; | 
Two fellows might no where be better fitted,” -  * 


The Fox, that firſt this cauſe of grief did find, . 
'Gan |; firſt thus plain his caſe with words unkind ; 
Neighbour Ape, and my Goflip ete'$ befide © | 
(Both two ſure bands in 3 
To whom may I more truſtily complain 
The evil plight that doth me fore conſtrain, 


And hope thereof to find due remedy? 

Hear then my pain and inward agony. | 

Thus many years I now have ſpent and worn, 

In mean regard and baſeſt fortune's ſcorn, ; wk 
4 4h Doing 


* Whylom, . Lyeke with his lyeke, for like fi- 


r; the one agreein the other : 
T, alle; en Re = 


4 eee 


Doing my country ſervice as I micht, 
No leſs, I dare ſay, than the proudeſt wich 
And fill I hoped to be up advanced | 
For my good parts, but ſtill it hath miſchanced. 
Now therefore that no longer hope I ſee, 
But froward fortuns ftill to follow me, 
And loſels + lifted high, where I did look, 2 
T mean to turn the next leaf of the bock: Y: 
Yet ere that any way I do betake, . | 
I mean my Goſſip privy firſt to make. | 

Ah! my dear Goſſip (anſwer'd then the Ape) 
Deeply do your ſad words my wits awhape, F 
Both for becauſe your grief doth great appear, l 
And eke becauſe myſelf am touched near : PE” 


For I likewiſe have waſted much good time, 
Still waiting to preferment up to clime ; 


Whilſt others always have before me ſtept, 
ee ee, ee cee 
That now unto deſpair 1 *giz$ to grow, 
And mean for better wind about to throw. 
Therefore to me, my truſty friend, aread 
TR ON Tuo is better than one head. 


Crries (faid he) I mean me to diſguize 
In ſome ſtrange habit, aa yncouth 4vize, I 


— 


Mb, pe Nr ls, ſcoundrels.— t 4w 
ſtrike — aftet.— F 85 in, e POW i 


Certes, certainly. Wize, ſaſhion. I 


$0 both reſoly'd the morrow next enſuing, 


Add ſo to wander to the worldes.end, 


Continually ſubject unto chaunge. 
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Or like a pilgrim or a Hit 0 17 
Or like a gipſen, or a juggler,' - | 


To ſeek my fortune, where I may it mend: 

For worſe than that I have, I cannot meet. 
Wide is the world I wote, + and every ſtreet 

Is full of fortunes and adventures ftraunge, _ 


Say, my fair Brother now, if this device 
Do like you, nm 


Surely (ſaid th? Ape) i it likes me a |; 
And would ye not poor fellowſhip expell, 12 
Myſelf would offer you t' accompany RU 
In this adventuge's chanceful jeopardy, 
For to wex old at home in idleneſs 15 8 
Is diſadventrous, and quite fortuneleſs: 


Abroad where change lu, good n be. 
The Fox was glad, ee eee 


So ſoon as day appear d to people's viewing, 

On their intended journey ta proceed: 

And over night, what · ſo thereto did need, 

Each did prepare in readineſs to be. 

The morrow next, Ann Le 
| | Light 
* «Loni, one who. goes about Indulgences from the 

fope- —+ Wote, know, e 
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Light out of Heaven's windows forth to look, | [0M 


Both their habiliments unto them took, 
And put themſelyes (a God's name) on lr ways 


When-as the Ape beginning well to wey * 
This hard — thus wee tꝰ adviſe. 


Now read, Sir Remold, as ye be right wie, 
What courſe ye ween is beſt for us to take, 
Tphat for ourſelyes we may a living make. ' - 
Whether ſhall we profeſs ſome trade or . 
Or ſhall we vary our device at will, 1 
Eyen as new occaſion appears? 

Or ſhall we tie ourſelves for certain years | 
To any ſervice, or to any place? 

For it behoves, ere that into the race 
We enter, to reſolve _ hereupor. 


Now "IE Brother (cid the For anon) 
Ye have this matter motioned in ſeaſon : 
For every thing that is begun with reaſon 
Will come by ready means unto, his end; 
But things miſcounſelled muſt needs mi/avend. þ | 
Thus therefore I adviſe upon the caſe, © 
That not to any certain trade or place, 
Nor any man we ſhould ourſelves apply ; 
For, why ſhould he that is at liberty / 
OP ie 
nn, to; confider,—+ Miſwend, end badly. | 
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Make himſelf bond? Sith * then we are free- born, 
Let us all ſervile baſe ſubjection ſcorn; 

And as we be ſons of the world fo wide, 

Let us our fathers heritage diride, | f 
And challenge to ourſelves our portions dew 3 
Of all the patrimony, which . f 
Now hold in hugger-mugger in their hand, 

And all the reſt do rob of good and land. g. 
For now a few have all, and all have nou ght, 

Yet all be brethren like 4 dearly bought : 
There is no right in this partition, 

Ne was it fo by inſtitution | 

Ordained firſt, ne by the law of Nature, 

But that ſbe gave like blefling to each creature, 
As well of wordly livelode ; as of life, 

Fhat there might be no difference nor ſtrife, 
Nor ought call'd mine or thine: Thrice nt 
Was the condition of mortal men. | 

That was the Golden Age of 2 old; A 
But this might better be the World of Gold; 
For, without gold, now nothing will be got: 
Therefore (if pleaſe you) this ſhall be our plat: 

We will not be of any occupation; 

Let ſuch vile vaſſals born to baſe vocatin 
Drudge i in the world, and for their living * 55 5 


Which have no wit to ve withouten toyle. : 
ut 


Feb, ſince.— Viike, alike—t Lived, livelihood ; fob 
ence 5 Dreyli, drudge. 
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gut we will walk about the world at pleaſure, | 
Like two free int, ind make our eaſe our treaſure; 
Free*men ſome beggars call; but they be free, 
And they which call thein ſo more beggars be: 

For they do fevink * and ſweat to feed the other, 
Who live like Lords of that which they do * 
And yet do never thank them for the ſame, 

But as their due by Nature do it clame. 

Such will we faſhion both our ſelves to be, 

Lords of the World, and fo will wander free 
Where-ſo us /ifcth, + uncontroll'd of any: 

Hard i is our hap, if we (emongſt ſo many) 

Light not oh ſome that may our ſtate rr 

Sildom but ſome good cometh ere/the end. 


” * 


Well ſeem'd the Ape to like this Wat 0 
Yet well conſidering of the circumſtaunce, 
As pauſing in great doubt a while he ſtaid, 
And afterward with grave advizement faid ; 
I cannot; my l; Brother, like but well 
The purpoſe of the complot ; which ye tell : 
For well 4vo?|| I (compar'd to all the reft 
Of each degree) that beggars life is beſt ; 
And they that think themſelves the beſt of all, 


But 


ol to beben gare content to fall. 
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But this I wote withal, that we ſhall e ®, _ 
Into great daunger, like to be undonne : 287 
Wildly to wander thus in the world's eye, 
Withouten Paſport or good Warrantye ; 

For fear leſt we like rogues ſhould be reputed, . 
And for car mar beaſts + abroad. be bruted z ©. | 
Therefore Lread, that we our counſels call, 
How to prevent this miſchief ere it fall, I? 
And how we may with. moſt ſecurity, A 
Beg amongſt. thoſe that beggars do defy, 3 


Right well, 3 Golfp, ye adviſed have, 2 
(Said them the Fox) but I this doubt will . 
For ere we farther paſs, I will deviſe 5 
A Paſport for us both in fitteſt wie, 2 
And by the names of Soldiers us protect; 
That now is thought a civil begging ſect, 
Be you the ſouldier, for you likeſt are 
For manly ſemblance, and ſmall ſkill in rar: 
I will but wait on you, and as occaſion . 
Falls out, myſelf fit for the ſame will faſhion. . . 


| The Paſport ended, both they forward went, . 
The Ape clad ſouldier-like, fit for th' intent, 
ky 4.4 | In 


* Ronne, run.— Ear-mark'd beaſts, for aſſes, 


Ls 9 * 
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In a blue jacket with a croſs of red, 

And many ſlits, as if that he had ſhed 

Much blood through mariy wounds therein received, 
Which had the uſe of his right arm bereaved ; 
Upofi his head an old Scotch cap he wore, 

With a plume feather all to pieces tore : 

His breeches were made after the new cut ; 

Al Portugeſe, looſe like an empty gut; 

And his hoſe broken high above the heeling, 

And his ſhooes beaten out with traveling. 

But neither ſword nor dagger he did bear, 
Seems that rio foe's revengement he did fear; 

In ſtead of them a handſom bat he held, 

On which he Ieaned, as one far int e. 

Shame light on him, that through ſo falſe illuſion 
Doth turn the name of ſouldiers to abe 
And that, which is the hobleſt myſterie, | 
Brings to reproack and common infamie. 


Long they thus travelled, yet never met 
Adventure which might them 4 working ſet; 
Yet many ways they fought, and many try'd ; 
Yet for their purpoſes none fit eſpy'd. 

At laſt, they chaunc'd to meet upon the way 
A ſimple Huſband-man in garments gray; 
| : Yet 


#* Eld, in years.— + Abyfion, abuſe ; ſcandal. 
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Yet though his veſture were but mean and baſe, 
A good yeoman he was of honeſt place, 
And for more thrift did care than for gay clothing ; 
Gay without good, is good hearts greateſt loathing. 
The Fox him ſpying, bad the Ape him dight * 
To play his part, for lge he was in fight, 
That (if he err'd not) ſhould them entertain, 
And yield them timely profit for their pain. . 
£Efiſoons t the Ape himſelf gan to uprear, 
And on his ſhoulders high his bat to bear, 
As if good ſervice he were fit to do; 
But little zbrif7 for him he did it to: 
And ſtoutly forward he his ſteps did ſtrain, 
That like a handſom ſwain it him became. 

When-as they nigh approached, that good man 
Seeing them wander looſely, firſt began | 
' enquire of cuſtom, what and whence they were? | 
To whom the Ape, I am a Souldiere, 
'That late in war have ſpent my deareſt blood, 
And in long ſervice Joſt both limbs and good, 
And now conſtrain'd that trade to over-give, 
I driven am to ſeek ſome means to live: : 
Which might it you in pity pleaſe t afford, 
I would be ready both in deed and word, 

| C2 To 


a Dig be prepared. Efiſoos, immediately. Thrift, 


12 Korner neuf bn re. 
To do you faithful fervite all my n. 


This yron world (that ſame he weeping ſays) 
Brings down the ſtomeſt hearts to weer fare: 
For miſery doth braveſt minds abeat, - | 
And mike them ſeek for that they wont to ſcorn, 
Of oerune and of hope at once forlorn. 


| The honeſt man that heard him thus eie \ | 
Was griey'd, as he had felt part of his pain; | 
And well 4ifpos'd him ſome relief to ſhow, 27 | 
Alis if in hutbandry he onght' did kiow, © | 
'To plough, td plant, to reap, to rake, to ſow, 

To hedg; to ditch, to threſh, to thatch, ow | | 

Or to what labour elſe he was Prepar d? \ 
For Huſband's life is tabourous and hard. | 
When-as the Ape him/heard fo 95: 4p vi 

Of labour, that did from his Iiing balk, 

He would have flipt the coller handſomly, 

And to him fait ; Good Sir, full glad am I 5 
To take what pains may any living wight : 

But my late maimed limbs lack wonted _ : 

To do their kindly ſervices as needeth'; © + 

Scarce this right hand the mouth with diet ſredehy 

So that it may no painful work endure 
M4 to HOO labour can it ſelf enure, 


But 


* Att, Ne re” PR N. nor. 
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But if that any other placeyow have,” 5 
Which aſks ſmall pains, — 

Or care to overlook, or truſt to gather 

Ye meg c trait a6 your own ghoſtly Father, 


Sq 


wich that; the Huſband-man gan him eee > 
That it for him was fitteſt exerciſe | | 
Cattle: to keep, and grounds to over · ſee 0 90 4 
And aſked Rim if he could willing be aft 
To keep his ſheep, or to attend Wet 
* his Mares, or take his ee. f 
Cudy (abe) whatever ch like pain 
Ye put on me, T will the fame ſuſtain | 


But gladhheſt F of your fleecy ſheep = 


(Mightir you pleaſe) would take on 1 We 
For ere thatunto arms I me betook, , 


Unto wy'Father's ſheep T us d to look.” © A 
That yet the {kill thereof I hade bn: hu 
There-to right well this eurdog by my coſt, 
(Meaning the Fox) will ferve my ſheep to ent, 
And drive to e two belwether, 
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And home him leading, lent to him the charge 

Of all his flock, with liberty full large, 

Giving account of the annual increaſe 

Both of their lambs and of their woolly flegce, 
* 14 / 


Thus is this Ape become a Shepherd Swain, 
And the falſe Fox his dog, (God give them pain) 
For, ere the year have half his courſe out-run, 
And do return from whence he firſt begun, 

3 n him Feen, 


Now, when - as time flying with winges ſwift, 
Expired had the term, that theſe two jawels * 
Should render up a reckning of their travels 
Uto their maſter, which it of them ſought, 

Excęedingly they troubled were in thought; 
Ne wi + what anſwer unto him to frame, 
Ne how to ſcape great puniſhment, or ſhame, 
For their falſe treaſon and yile thieyery. 

For, not a Lamb of all their flocks ſupply 

Had they to ſhew ; but ever as they bred, | 
They flew them, and upon their fleſhes fed : 
For that diſguiſed dog lov'd blood to ſpill, 
And drew the wicked Shepherd to kis will, 


Ferdl, worthleſs fellows, Wiſh knew 


|. þ 


So twixt them both they not a lambkin left, 


And when lambs fail d, the old ſheeps lives they re; 


That how t'acquit themſelves unto their Lord, 
They were in doul t, and flatly ſet abord. + 

The Fox then coufiſel'd th' Ape, for to require. 
Reſpite till morrow, t' anſwer his defire :. _ 

For time's delay new hope of help ſtil} breeds. 


The good man granted, doubting not their deeds; _ 


And bade, next day that all ſhould ready be. 
Biit they more ſubtil meaning had than he : 
For the next mortow's meed they cloſely.ment, 
For fear of afterclaps-for to prevent. 
And that ſame evening, when all ſhrouded were 
In carelefs ſleep, they without care or fear, 
Cruelly fell-upon their flock in fold, | 
And of them flew at pleafure what they wol: 1 
Of hich, when as they feaſted had their fill, 
For a full complement of all their ill, 
They ſtole away, and took their haſty flight, 
Carry'd in clouds of all concealing night; 
So was the Huſband-man left to his loſs, 
And they unto their ſortune's change to toſs 
After which ſort they wandered long while, 
Abuſing many through their eloaked guile z - ". 
5 That 


* Reft, took, away.—+, Set aderd, at a loſs, undetermined, 
eon founded. ld, choſe, 


„ 
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That at che laſt they i gan to be deſeey i 


Of every one, ant all their /{tizhts eſpy 4. 


So as their begging nom them failed quite; 
For none woulg give; but all men would tem weite: 
Vet would they take no pains to get their licing, 


: But ſeek ſome other way to gain by giving: 
Much like to begging; hut much better — 


For many beg, which are thereof aſhamed. . - 
And now the Fax had gotten him a gown, 
And th' Ape a caſſock ſide- long nen 
For they their occupation meant to change, 
And now in other ſtate abroad to range: 


For, ſince their Souldier's paſs no better ſped, 


They forg'd another as for Cleyks book · red. 


Who paſſing forth, as their adventures fell, 


Through many hp urhich needs not here to tell ; 
At length chanc d with, a formal Prieſt to meet, 
Whom they in civil manner firſt did greet, 7 
And after, afkt an alms for God's dear 3 ü 
The man ſtraight· way his choler up did move, 
And with reproachful terms gan them revile, 

For following that trade ſo baſe and vile; 


And aſkt what licence, or what paſs they had ? 


(faid the Ape, as ſighing wondrous fad) 
| 5 It's 


"4 Scights, devices; tricks. Haps, chances; accidents. 
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It's an hard caſe, when men of good deſerving 
Mutt either driven be perforce to ſterving, 
Or aſked for their paſs by every /qnib, * 
That liſt at will them to revile or ui: + 
And yet (God wote) ſmall odds I often fee 
Twixt them that aſky and them that aſked be. 
Nat} leſs, 5 becauſe you ſhall not us mifdeem, 

But that we are as honeſt as we ſeem, © 

Ye ſhall our paſport at your pleaſure ſee, 

And then ye will (I hope) well moved be. 

Which when the Prieſt beheld, he view'd it nete, 
As if therein ſome text he ſtudying were; 

But little elſe (God wote) could thereof {kill ; 

For, read he could not evidence, nor will, 

Ne tell a written word, ne write a letter, 

Ne make one tittle worſe, ue make one better: 
Of ſuch deep learning little had he need. 
Ne yet of Latin, ne of Grech, that breed 
Doubts mongſt Divines, and difference of ny, 
From wheace arile diverſity of ſects, | 
And hateful herefies of God abhor'd:: 

But this good Sir did follow the plain Word, 

Ne meddled with their controverſies vain, 


All his care was, his ervice well to ain, $ : 25 
D And 
Sguib, eellow— Snib, reprimand. —} Nath Ii 
nevertheleſs Gain to on 4h 4 el fe 


— 


18 MOTHER HUBBERD's TALES 


And to read Homelies on holidays, | 
When that was done, he might attend his . 


An eaſy life, and fit High God to pleaſe. 

He, having overlookt their paſs at eaſe, 

Gan at the length them to rebuke again, 
That no good trade of life did entertain, 
But loſt their time in wandring looſe abroad; 
Seeing the world, in which they boorle/s boad, * 
Had ways enow for all therein to live; 
Such grace did God unto his creatures give. 


Said then e . 
From the tight way full catb f may wander ide: 
WE | We are but novices new come abroad, ö 

ta We have not yet the tra & of any troad, 

Nor on us taken any ſtate of life, 

But ready are of any to make prief. þ 
Therefore, might pleaſe you, alen the world hav 

proved, | 

Us to adviſe, which forth but lately ts * 

Of ſome good courſe; that we might undertake: 

Ye ſhall for ever 12 e be. 


The peleſt gn wex half arond x to as 0 odds { 
And thereby willing to affard them aid ; 
4 It 


Lp Poſe — ive e * Bath, eafly,— 
+ Prief, proof. 
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It ſeems-(faid he) right well that ye be Clerks, * 
Both by your witty words, and by your werks. 
Is not that name enough to make a living 

To him that hath a whit of Nature's giving? 
How many honeſt men ſee ye ariſe 

Daily thereby, and grow to goodly prize? 

To Deans, to Archdeacons, to Commiſlaries, 
To Lords, to Principals, to Prebendaries; 

All jolly Prelates, worthy rule to bear, 

Who ever them envie: Yet ſpite bites near. 
Why ſhould ye doubt then, but that ye likewiſe 
Might unto ſome of thoſe in time ariſe? 
In the mean time to live in good eſtate, 
Loving that loye, and hating thoſe that hate; 
Being ſome honeſt Curate, or ſome Vicar, 
Content with little in condition ſicker. 


Ah! but (faid the Ape) the charge is wondrous 
great, op . 
To feed mens fouls, and hath an heavy threat. 
'To feed mens ſouls (quoth he) is not in man; | 
For, they muſt feed themſelves, do what we can, 
We are but charg'd to lay the meat before: 


Eat they that liſt, we need to do no more 
* D 2 But 


* Clerks, Clergymen ; Prieſts. 
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Ne to wear garments baſe of wollen twiſt, 
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But God it is that feeds them with his grace, 


The bread of Life pour'd down from heavenly place, 


Therefore ſaid he that with the budding rod 
Did rule the Jews, All ſhall be taught of God. 
That ſam? hath Jeſus Chriſt now to him raught, 
By whom the flock is rightly fed and taught: 
He is the Shepherd, and the Prieſt is he ; 

We but his ſhepherd ſwains ordain'd to be. 
Therefore here-with do not yourſelf diſmay ; 
Ne is the pains fo great, but bear ye may ; 
For not ſo great as it was wont of yore, * 

It's now adays, ne half ſo ſtraight and fore. 
They whylom uſed duly every day 


Their ſervice and their holy things to ſay, | 
At morn and even, befides their anthems ſw ect, 


Their peny maſſes, and their complynes mect, 
Their girges, their zrcntals,4 and their ſhrifts, 


"Their memoirs, their ſingings, and their gifts. 


Now all theſe needleſs works are laid away ; 
Now once a week upon the Sabbath-day, 
It is enough to do our ſmall devotion, 

And then to follow any merry motion; 

Ne are we tyed to faſt, but when we lift, 


re, former'y,—+ Trentali, thirty maſſes, 


| 


5 


But 
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But with the fineſt filks us to aray, 2 8 "y 
That before God we may appear more gay, | 1 
Reſambling Aarons glory in his place: UH ? 
For far unfit it is, that perſons baſe Y 
Should with vile clothes approach God's Majeſtie, ' 

Whom no uncleanneſs may approachen nie: | 

Or that all men which any Maſter ſerye, 

Good garmegts for their ſervice ſhould deſerve; 

But he that'ſerves the Lord of Haaſts moſt high, 

And that in higheſt place, t? approach him nigh, 

And all che peoples prayers ta preſent _ | | 
Before his Throne, as on ambaſſage ſent a 
Both to and fro, ſhould not deſerve to wear 2 
A garment better than af wool or hair, 

Beſide, we may have lying by our ſides 

Our lovely lafſes, or bright ſhining brides ; 

We be not tyde to wiltul chaſtity, 

Byt have the goſpel of free Liberty. 


By that he ended had his ghoſtly Sermon, 
The Fox was well enduc'd to be a Parſon ; 
And of the Prieſt eftſoons gan to enquire, 
How to a benefice he might aſpire, | 
Marry there (faid the Prieſt) is art indeed; 
Much good deep learning one thercout may reed: 
m "Bm 
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For, that the ground-work is, andead of all, 
How to obtain a beneficial. 
Firſt, therefore, when ye have in Wee * 
Your ſelves attired, as you can deviſe, | 
Then to ſome noble man your ſelf apply, 
Or other great one in the worldes eye, 
That hath a zealous diſpoſition 
To God, and fo to his Religionng 
There muſt thou faſhion eke a godly zeale, | 
Such as no carpers* may contrayr reveale: A+. 
For, each thing fained ought more wary be, 
There thou muſt walk in ſober gravitie, 
And ſeem as ſaint-like as Saint Radegund; 
Faſt much, pray oft, look lowly on the ground, 
And unto every one do courteſie mee. 
Theſe looks'(nought ſaying) do a 1 ama 
And be Ce Ong 5 * 
But if thee liſt unto the Court to threng, 

And there to hunt after the hoped prey, 
Then muſt thou thee diſpoſe another way: 
For there thou needs muſt learn to laugh, to lye, 
To face, to forge, to ſcoff, to companñx ;; 
To crouch, to pleaſe, to be a beetle · ſtock 
Of thy great Maſter's will, to ſcorn, or mock: ' 


LY 


* Carper 37 cavillers. 


1 
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So maiſt thou chance mock out a beneſice, 
Unleſs thou canſt one conjure by device, 

Or caſt a figure for a Hiſhoprick: | 
Theſe be the ways, by which without reward, 
Livings in Courts be gotten, though full hard. 
For nothing there is done without a fe: 


The Courtier needs muſt recompenced be 
With a benevolence, or have in gage 
The primitias t of your Parſonage 1 
Scarce can a Biſhoprick forpaſs them br 77 
But that it muſt be gelt in privit x.. 


Do not thou therefore ſeek a living there, 
But of more private perſons ſeek'el{ewherez © 
Whereas thou mayeſt compound à better peri 

Ne let thy learning queſtion*d be of aux. 
For ſome good Gentleman that hath the right | | 


Unto his Church for to preſent a wicht, eb 
Will cope with tliee in reafonable wiſ e: 
That if the living yearly do ariſe 


To forty pound,” that: then his youngeſt ſon 

Shall twenty have, and twenty thou haſt won: 
Thou haſt. it won, for it is of frank gift, | 
And he will care for all the reſt to ſhitt ; 


+ Gaze, pledge A Primitias, fit fruits. © 


Both, 


3 


* 
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Both, that the Biſhop may admit of thee, n 68. 
And that therein thou-mayeſt maintained be. | 
This is the way for one that is unlearn'd 
Living. to get, and not to be diſcern'd; - ba. 
But they that are great Clerks, have een 
For Learning · ſake to living them to raiſe: 
Yet many eke of them (God <wote*) are e 
I accept a beneſice in pieces rive. + b 
Mow ſay'ſt thou (Friend) have I not well diſcourſt 
Upon this common-place (tho? plain, not wourit) ? | 
Better a ſhort Tale, than à bad long. hv ing. þ 
Needs any more to learn to get a living? | 


Now fure, and by my Hallidom $ (qua be) 
Ye a great Maſter are-in-your degree: , 
Great thanks I yield you for your Mg, | 
And do not doubt but duly to incline _ PER 
My wits thereto, as ye ſhall ſhortly hear. 
The Prieſt him wiſh'd: good ſpeed, and well to facet 
$0 parted they, as either's way them led. 
But th' Ape and Fox e'er long ſo well them ſped, 
Through the Prieſt's wholeſom counſel lately tauglit, 
And through their own fair handling wiſely wrought, 
IT 46> 3» The 
| WY God wote, God kiows.— f Riven, tarn.— 8 Sbrivi 
conſeſſion.— Hall:dom, boly dame, or lady. By my Hall. 


„ W Dame; chat is, che Virgin 
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| 
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That they a benefice *twixt them obtained; bel 
And crafty Reynold was'a Prieft ordained ; '- 
And th' Ape his Pariſh-Clark procur'd to be: 
Then made they revel-rout, and goodly glee, | 
But e'er long time had paſſed, they ſo ill! 
Did order their affairs, that the evil wil!!! 
Of all their Pariſh ners they had conſtrain d; 
Who to the Ordinary of them complain d. 
How foully they their offices abus d. 
And them of crimes and hereſies accus d; | 
That Purſivants he often for them-ſent: - 
But they neglecting his commandement, 
Till at the length he publiſhed to hold al 40 
A Viſitation, and them cited thether: 
Then was high time their wits about to gether ; ' 
What did they then, but made a compoſition 
With their next neighbor Prieſt, for light condition, 
To whom their Living they reſigned quit 
For a few pence, and ran away by night, 
So paſſing through the country in diſguize, '* - 
They fled far off, where none might them ſurprize; 
And after that long ſtrayed here and there, 
Through every field and foreſt far and near; 


Yet never found occaſion for their tourn, 
But almoſt ferw's, * did much lament and mourn. 
Wo At 


® Sterped, larved, 
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At laſt, they chanc'd to meet upon the way 
The Mule, all deck'd in goodly rich array, 
With bells and boſſes, that full loudly rung, 
And coſtly trappings, eee 
Lowly they him ſaluted in meek wiſe, 8 

But he, through pride and fatneſs, ryan deſpiſe | 
Their meannefs ; ſcarce vouchſaf'd them to requite. 
Whereat the Fox, deep groaning in his ſprite, 
Said, Ah! Sir Mule, now bleſſed be p ir 
That I ſee you fo goodly and fo gay uad? DOA 
In your attires, and cke your filken kiyde | 

Fill'd with round fleſh, that every bone doth hide, 
Seems that in n 

Or fortune en er e e 


i. 


— (ſaid the Mule) thy whvtched need 
Praiſeth the thing that doth thy ſorrow breed: 
For well I dee, * thou canſt not but envy 

My wealth, compar d to thine on miſery, 
That art ſo lean and meagre waxen late, 

That ſcarce thy legs uphold thy feeble gate. 

Ay me (ſaid then the Fox) whom evil hap 
Unworthy in ſuch wretchedneſs' Goth wah, 


G 
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And makes the ſeorn of other beaſts to be : 

But read (fair Sir, of grace) from whence come ye? 
Or what of tydings you abroad do hear? : 
| News may perhaps ſome good unweeting bear. 


From Royal Court I lately came (ſaid he) 
Where all the bravery that eye may ſee, 
And all the happineſs that heart de ſire, 
Is to be found; he nothing ean admire, 
That hath not ſeen that Heaven's pourtracture: 
But tydings there is none, I you aſſure, 
Save that which common is, and known to all, 
That Courtiers, as the tide, do rife and fall. 


But tell us (ſaid the Ape) we do you pray, 
Who now in Court doth bear the greateſt ſway: 
That if ſuch fortune do to us befall, 

We may ſeek favour of the beſt of all. 


Marry* (ſaid he) the higheſt now. in grace, 
Be the wild beaſts, that ſwifteſt are in chace ; 
For in their ſpeedy courſe and nimble flight 
The Lion now doth take the moſt delight; 
But chiefly joys, on foot them to behold, 
Enchaſte with chain and circulet of gold ; 
E 2 if 80 
* Marry, truly. 
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So wild a beaſt, ſo tame ytaught to be, 

And buxom to his bands is joy to ſee. 
So well his golden circlet him beſeemeth: 

But his late chain his Liege unmeet eſteemeth ; 
For ſo brave beaſts he loveth beſt to ſee 

In the wild foreſt, raunging freſh and free. 
Therefore if fortune thee in court to live, 
In caſe thou ever there wilt hope to thrive, 

To ſome of theſe thou muſt thy ſelf apply: 
Elſe, as a thiſtle- down in th' air doth fly, 

So vainly ſhalt thou to and fro be toſt, 

And loſe thy labour and thy fruitleſs coſt. 
And yet full few that follow them I ſee, 

For Vertue's bare regard advaunced be, 

But either for ſome gainful benefit, 
Or that they may for their own turns be fit. 
Nathleſs, perhaps, ye things may handle fo, 
That ye may better thrive than thouſands moe. 


But (faid the Ape) how ſhall we firſt come in, 
That after we may favour ſeek to win? 


How elſe (faid he) but with a good bold face, 
And with big words, and with a ſtately pace, 

That men may think of you in general, 
That to be in you, which not at all ; 


( For 
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For not by that which is, the world now deemet 
(As it was wont) but by that ſame that ſeemeth, - 

Ne do I doubt, but that ye well can faſhion -_ 

Your ſelves thereto, according to occaſion : Re 
So fare ye well, good Courtiers may ye be; I 
So proudly neighing, from them parted he. 


Then *gan this crafty Couple to devize, 
How for the Court themſelves they might aguize e® 
For thither they themſelves meant to addreſs, 
In hope to find there happier ſucceſs : 
So well they ſhifted, that the Ape anon 
Himſelf had cloathed like a Gentleman, 
And the fly Fox, as like to be his groome, © LY 
That to the Court in ſpeedy fort they come. | | 
Where the fond Ape, himſelf uprearing high | 
Upon his tiptoes, ſtalketh ſtately by, 
As if he were ſome great Magnifico, 
An boldly doth amongſt the boldeſt go. 
And his Man Reynoid, with fine Counter feſaunce, F 
Supports his credit and his countenaunce. 
Then *gan the Courtiers gaze on every fide, 
And ſtare on him, with big looks baſen wide, . 
Wondring what iter wight 5 he was, and whence: 
For he was clad in range INOUE A" 
Faſhion'd 
* 2 put on an apfearance.— Coumterfeſaunce, goun- 


terfeiting.—f Baſe: wide, looks ey wonder. —9 Miſter wig bt, 
means kind of perſon, 
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Faſhion'd with gacintꝰ deviſes, never ſeen 

In Court before; yet there are all faſhions been: 
Yet he them in Nefangleneſs did pas. - 
But his behaviour altogether was 

Alla Turcbeſea, 4 much the more adrmir'd, 

And his looks loftie, as if he afpir'd 

To dignity, and *{deign'd the low degree; 

That all which did ſuch ſtrangeneſs in him ſee, 

By ſecret means *gan of his ſtate PRs, | 

And privily his ſervant thereto hire: 

Who, throughly arm'd againſt fuch coverture, 
Reported unto all, that he was ſure * 

A noble Gentleman of high regard, | 
Which thro? the world had with long travel far'd, 
And ſeen the manners of all beaſts on ground, 
No here arriv'd, to ſee if like he found. | 


Thus did the Ape at firſt him credit gain, 
Which afterwards he wiſely did: maintain 
With-gallant ſhow, and daily more augment 
Through his fine feats and courtly complement ; 
For he could play, and N and vaute, and 

ſpring, | 
And all that elſe pertains ta, 
Only 


Au, odd; ſtrange Alla Turcheſea, in the Turkiſh 


* 


3 —— —— Oe OS ao I OO DA AA AS — © 


MOTHER HUBBERD'S TALE, (2© 


Only through kindly aptneſs of his joints, 
Beſides, he could do many other points, 
The which in Court him ſerved to good ſtead; 


For he mongſt Ladies could their fortunes read 


Out of their hands, and merry leafings tell, 
. And juggle finely, that became him well; - 
But he fo light was at leger-demain, -- 1 


That what he touch'd eame not to light again ; 


Let would he laugh it out, and proudly took, 
And tell them, that they greatly him miſtook. . 
So would he ſcoff them men eee 

For he therein had great felicity; | 
And with ſharp gigs * 1 
Thinking that their diſgraoing did him grace: 
So whilſt that other like vain wits he pleaſed, 


And made to laugh, his heart am griedely Sd. 
But the right gentle mind would bite his tip, - 


To hear the javel ſo good men to ni: 
For though the vulgar yield an open car, 


And common Courtiers love to gybe + and fleur 


At every thing which they hear {poken ill, 
And the beſt pipches with. dee illle + 


Yet the brave Courtier, bebe 


Regard of honour harbour meme Chan ought, © - 


«ips, jeſts ; Garcalas,—t Gybe, reproach, 
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Doth loath ſuch baſe condition, to backbite 


Any's good name for envy or deſpite : 

He ſtands on terms of honourable mind, 

Ne will be carried with the common wind 

Of Court's inconſtant mutability, 

Ne after every tatling fable fly ; * 
But hears and ſees the follies of the reſt, 

And thereof gathers for himſelf the beſt: 

He will not creep, nor crouch with fained face, 


But walks upright with comely ſtedfaſt pace, 


And unto all doth yield due courteſie; 
But not with kiſſed hand below the knee, 
As that ſame apiſh crue is wont to do: 
For he diſdains himſelf t* embaſe there-to ; 
He hates foul leafngs, * and vile flattery, 
Two filthy blots in noble gentery ; 

And loathful idleneſs he doth deteſt, 

The canker-· worm of every gentle breſt: 
The which to baniſh, with fair exerciſe 
Of knightly feats, he daily doth deviſe: 


Now menaging the mouths of ſtubborn ſteeds, 


Now praCtifing the proof of warlike deeds ; 
Now his bright arms aſſaying, now his ſpear, 
Now the nigh-aimed ring away to bear ; 


f 


' # Leafs, lies. 


At 
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At other times he caſts to ſug the chace. - "ry 
„ 1 r 

T' enlarge his breath n n arms melt 

| needful). | 

Or elſe by RE Sri acer" ld . 
Or his ſtiff arms to ſtretch with eughen bow. = | 
And many legs ſtill paſſing to and fro, t 
Without a gowned beaſt him faſt beſide : | dag 
A vain enſample of the Perſian pride, noi 
Who after he had won th' Afiyrian foe, Lo AE 
Did ever after ſcorn on foot to go. RT Ie 


Thus A rr 4 
Himſelf hath wearied, he doth. recoil _ 
Unto his reſt, and there with ſweet delight 
Of muſick's ſkill rexives his toiledſpright ; . 
Or elſe with Loves, and Ladies gentle ſports, . | 
The joy of youth, himſelf he recomforts ; _ 
Or laſtly, when the body liſt to pauſe, U 
His mind unto the Muſes he withdraws; | 
Sweet Lady Muſes, Ladies of Delight, | 
Delights of life, and ornaments of light; 
With whom he cloſe confers with wiſe diſcourſe, 
Of Nature's works, of Heaven's continual courſe ; - 
Of foreign lands, of people different, 
Of kingdom's change, of divers government, 
Of dreadful battails, of renowned Knights ; - 
With which he kindleth his ambitious ſprights 

| F To 
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To like deſire atid praiſe of noble fame, 
The only up- not whereto he doth aim: 
For all his mind o Hotiout fixed-is, - % 
To which he levels all his purpoſes, 
And in his Prince's ſervice ſpends his an 1 20 
Not ſo much for to gain, or for to ratſe 
Himſelf to high degree; as for his grave, © 
And in his Rking to win worthy place, 
Through due deſerts, and eh ge, 
In whatfo pleaſe einploy his perſonage, 
- That may be matter meet to ein him pate; 9 
For he is fit to uſe in all 'affagg, 7 oo» 
Whether for arms and warlike menen, 
Or elſe for a ne een +" as 
For he is practig; d well in policy,” Molitca 235 
And thereto doth his reer e: 9 10 
To learn thi entre#deale * of Princes ſtrange, | 
To mark th' intent of counſels, ' and the change 
Of States, and cke of private meñ fome -w ile, 
Supplanted by fine falſhood and fair gulle; pu 
Of all the which he gatherethwhat is fit 
'T*entich the ſtorehouſe of his powerful Wit, 


Which'through wiſe ſpeeches, and grave NEE 
He wy ckes, and Ne W . 


hen 
1 2 


Y + Enterdeale, med:ation. 
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Such is the rightful Courtier in his kind: 
But unto ebnete us 
Such were for him no fit companions, WY 
Such would deſery his leud conditions: | 
But the young haſty gallants he did chaſe * 
To follow, meet to x hom he might diſcloſe 
His witleſs pleaſance, ande ill pleaſing vein. 
A thouſand, ways, he them could entertain, 
With all the thriftleſs games that may be bund, 
With mumming and with maſking all around, 
With dice, with cards, with halliards far unfit, 
With ſhuttlecocks, miſſeeming manly wit; 

With courtizans, and coſtly riotiae, f A 

Whereof ſtill ſomewhat to his ſhare did rie: 

Ne them to pleaſure, would ha ſometimes ſcorn 

A pandar's coat (ſo haſely was he born 3) | 

There-to he could fine loving verſes frame, 

Let not ſweet Poets praiſe, whoſe only pride 

Is vertue to advance, and-wipe f deride, 

Be with the work of ie wit defamed, 

Ne let ſuch verſes poetry be named: 

Let he the name on him would raſhly take, 

Mazgre || the ſacred Mules, and it make | 
F 2 A ſer- 


wnming, originally Spaniſh ; it means frolic in 


king 
agel. * jobs lively ; forcible. 
PO founded cel ory ron b — 
in ſpite of 
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A ſervant to the vile affettion © 
Of ſuch, as he depended moſt upon; 
And with the fugry ſweet thereof allure | 
Chaſte Ladles ears to fantaſies impure : 
To ſuch delights the noble Wits he'led 
Which him reliev'd, and their vain humours fed 
With fruitleſs follies, and unſound delights. 
But if perhaps into their noble ſprights, 
Defire of honour, or brave thought of arms 
Did ever ereep, then with his wicked charms 
And ſtrong conceits, he would it drive away, 
Ne ſuffer it to houſe there half a day. 
And when-ſo love of letters did inſpire 
Their gentle wits, and kindle wiſe defire, 
That chiefly doth each noble mind adorn, 
Then he would ſeoff at Learning, and eke ſcorn 
The SeHaries * thereof, as people baſq, 
And fimple men, which neyer came in place 
Of world's affairs, but in dark corners mew'd ; + 
Mutter'd-of matters, as their books them ſhew d; 
Ne other knowledge eyer did attain, 
But with their gowys'their gravity maintain. 
From them he would his impudent lewd ſpeach 
Againſt God's Holy" Miniſters oft reach, 


| Þ 


And 
* Seforiey, followers,—f Med, confined. 
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And mock Divines and their profeſſion : | 
| What elſe then did he by progreifion, 


But mock high God himſelf, whom they profeſs ? _ 


But what ear d he for God or godlineſs? 
All his care Was himſelf how to advance, 
And'to uphold his eourtly countenance | 
By all the eunning means he could deviſe ; | 
Were it by honeſt ways, or otherwiſe, 
He made ſmall choice: yet ſure his honeſty 
Got him ſmall gains, but ſhameleſs flattery, 
And filthy #recave,* and unſeemly ſhifts, = 
And borrow baſe, and ſome good Ladies gifts: 
But the beſt help, which chiefly him ſuſtam d, 
Was his Man Reynolds purchaſe which he gain'd. 
For he was ſchool'd by kind in all the fill | 
Of cloie conveyance, and each practice illi 
Of caofinaze and cleanly knavery, 
Which oft maintain'd his Mafte:”s a 
Beſides, he us d another ſlippery _ 
In taking on himſelf in common fight 
Falſe perſonages, fit for every ſted, 
With which he thouſands cleanly cooſined: 
Now like à merchant, merchants to deceave, 
With whom his credit he did often leave 


„ Brocage, gem gouen by bargains. Cooſinage, corenage. 
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In gage,“ for his gay Maſter's hopeleſs det: © 
Now like the lawyer, when the land would let, 
Or {ell fee · ſimples in his maſter's name, 
Which he had never, nor ought like the ame: 
Then would he be a broker, and draw in 
Both wares and money, by exchange to win 
Then would he ſeem a farmer, that would ſell 
Bargains of woods, which he did lately fell; 

Or corp, or cattle, or ſuch other ware, 
There · by to coofin men not well aware: 
Of all the which there came a ſecret fen 
Ta th' Ape, that he his countenance might be. 
Beſides all this, he .us'd oft to beguile 7 265 
Poor ſuters, that in Court did haunt ſome while, 
For he would learn their buſineſs ſecretly, yr, 
And then inform his Maſter. haſtily, , rey” 
That he by means might caſt them to prevent, 

And beg the ſute the which the other ment. 

Dr otherwiſe, falſe Reyno/d would abuſe | 

The fimple ſuter, and wiſh him to chuſe 

| His Maſter, being one of great regard 

In Court, to compals any ſute not hard. 
In caſe, his pains were recompenc'd with reaſon ; | 
So would he work the filly man by treaſon 


To 


| * Gage, pledge.—+ Det, debt, | 
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To buy his Maſter's frivolous good - will- | yell 4 
nnn 1 5a u i! 


Nn 2A blod #22 back 


80 pitiful a thing i is ſuters fate! 
Moſt miſerable, man, hom wicked fate 


Hath brought to Court, to ſue for hadith; | 


That few have found, and many one hath miſt ; 


Full little knoweſt thou that haſt not tride; 


What hell it is, in ſuing long to bide p17 117 1 


To loſe good days that might be better ſpent, 


To waſte long nights in penſive diſcontent. 
To ſpeed to-day, to be put back to-morrow ; © 


To feed on hope, to pine with fear and ſorrow; / 
To have thy Prince's Grace, yet wand lut-Poors: * 


To have thy aking, yet wait many years; 
To fret thy ſoul with eroſſes and with cares; 
To eat thy heart through comtortleſs — ; 


To fawn, to crouch, to wait; to ride, to ronne, 


To ſpend, to give, to want, to be undonne. 
Unhappy wight, born to diſaſtrous end, 


That doth his life in ſo long tendence ſpend. 
Whoever leaves ſweet home, where mean eſtate 
In ſafe aſſurance, without ſttife of hate, © | 


: 


Finds all things needful-for, contentment meek ; 


And N18 to Court, for ſhadows vain to ſeek,” © 


* 
9 


Or 


Hadi, ak peculiar to Spenſer; it means, 1 


* with I had it.“ 


T 
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Or hope to gain, himſelf a daw will try: 

That curſe God ſend unto mine enemy. 

For none but ſuch as this bold Ape unbleſt, 

Can ever thrive in that unlueky queſt ; 
Or ſuch as hath a Reynold'to his Man, bf 
That 7 his ſhifts his . e- 


But yet this — See we 
His crafty feats, — dn a 
At length, by ſuch as fate in Juſtice Seat, 

Who for the ſame him foully did entrext ; - Sl 

And having worthily him puniſhed, © 
Out of the Court for ever batiiſhed, __ j, / 
And now the Ape wanting his Muthfer»man,* 1 " 
That wont provide his neceſſuries, gan 

To grow into great lack, ne could up-holdgd 

His countenance in thoſe his — old? 

Though all men him uncaſed gan deride, | 
Like as a Puppit placed in a Play, | 

Whoſe part once paſt, alt hd Wicks away: 
So that he driven was'to great diſtreſs, 

And ſhortly brought to hopleſs wretchedneſs. 
Then cloſely as he might, he caſt to leave 
The Court, not aſking any paſs or leave; 
10 | But 
* Huckfer«man, his provider, | | 


[1 


3 


Which when they ſaw, the Ape was ſore afraid, 2 
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But ran away in his rent rags by night, "i 
Ne ever ſtaid in place, ne ſpake to wight, . 
Till that the Fox his rope/mate ** he had 25 
To whom complaining his unhappy Hound, _ 
At laſt again with him in travel join; d. 
And with him far'd ſome better chance to find. 2 
So in the- world long time they wandered, ere 
And michle 5 want and hardneſs. ſuffered ; _ ___-- 
That them repented much ſo fooliſhly | 
To come fo far to ſeek for miſery, - - 8 
And leave the ſweetneſs of contented home, 


1 ſ Though eating hips, and drinking watry fome. 


Thus as they them complained to and fro, 
Whil'ſ through the forreſt rechie & they did 89%. 
Lo where they ſpide, how in a gloomy glade, 
The Lion ſleeping lay, in ſecret ſhade; 2 
His Crown and Sceptre lying him beſide, 
And having dt for heat his dreadful hide: 


* 
” # +% 


And would have fled with terror all diſmaid ; _ 
But him the Fox with hardy words did ſtay, | 
And bad him put all cowardize away; 
For now was time (if ever they would hope) 
To aim their counſels to the faireſt ſcope, | 

| G - And 


* Copeſmate companion and Ken Stound, ſituation.— 
ü Mili, much; great,—h Rechleſs, careleſs—| Doft, put off, 
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And them for ever highly to advaunce, 
In caſe the good which their own happy chaunce 
Them freely, qfired, they would wiſely take. 


Scarce could the Ape yet ſpeak, ſo did he quake ; 
Yet as he could, he aſkt how good might, grow, 
Where nought but dreadand death do ſeem in ſhow ? 


Now (ſaid he) whiles the Lion fleepeth ſound, 
May we his Crown and Mace take from the ground, 
And eke his ſkin,' the terror of the wood, 
Where-with we may our ſelves (if we think good) 


Make Kings of beaſts, and Lords of forreſts all, 


Subject unto that Power Imperial. 


Ah! but (faid th? Ape) who is ſo bold a WE 


That dare his hardy hand to thoſe out- ſtreteh, 


When, as he knows his meed, * if he be ſpide, 
To be a thouſand deaths, and ſhame beſide ? 


Fond Ape (ſaid then the Fox) into whoſe breſt 


Never crept thought of honour nor brave geſt, 

Who will not yenture life a King to be, 

And rather rule and raign in ſoveraign ſee, 

Than dwell in duſt inglorious and baſe, 

Where none ic ſhall name the number of his e ? 
One 


# Meed, reward, | 


ö 


* 


1 
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One joyous hour in bliſsful happineſs, 
I chuſe before a life of wretchedneſs. 

Be therefore couticelicd here by the, 

And ſhake off this vile-hearted cou e. * 

If he awake, yet is not death the next, 

For we may colour it with forne pretext 

Of this, or that, that may exevſe the erie: 
Elſe we may fly; thou to à tree mayſt elime, 
And I creep under ground; both from his reach: 
Tan be ruPd to do as I do teach. 


The Ape, ent FI debe 1s but chill and 
quake, 
/ Vos n ss bebe ditt la üs t 
And was content to attempt that enterpriſe, 
Tickled with glory and rafh covetift ; | 
But firſt *gan queſtion, whether ſhould aſſay 
Thoſe royal ornaimerits to ſteal ay. | 


Marry that thall your ſelf (quoth f he thereto) 
For ye be fine and nimble it to do; 
Of all the beaſts which in the forreſts be, 
s not a fitter for this turn than ye : 
Therefore, mine own dear Brother, take good hart, 
And ever think a. kingdom is your part. 
G2 | Loth 


1 


®* Cowardree, cowardice. — — Cove» 
tiſe, avarice ; covetous.-{ Web, 
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Loth was the Ape (though praiſed) to adventure, 
Yet faintly *gan into his work to enter, 
Afraid of every leaf that ſtirr'd him by, 
And every ſtick that underneath did lie; 
Upon his tiptoes picely he up went, 
For making noiſe, and ſtill his ear he lent 
Toevery ſound that under Heaven bleõ; 
Now went, now ſlept, now crept, now backward 
; drew, _ 
That it good ſport had been him.to have ey'd-: 
Yet at the laſt (ſo well he him apply'd) 
Through his fine handling, and his cleanly play, 
He all thoſe royal ſigns had ſtoln away, 
And with the Fox's help, them borne afide, - 
Into a ſecret corner uneſpide; 
Whither whenas they came, they fell at words, 
Whether of them ſhould be the Lord of Lords: 
For th' Ape was ſtrifeful, and ambicious, 
And the Fox guileful, and moſt covetous; 
That neither pleaſed was to have the Reign 
Twixt them divided into even twain, 
But either (agẽ,˖s ) would be Lords alone: 
For love and lordſhip bide no parggone. + 


Iam 


* 


A eee ee, equal 


— 


}/ 


| 


Were the work of your nimble hand, yet I 


And where ye claim your ſelf for outward ſhape 
Moſt like a Man, Man is not like an ape 


But I therein moſt like ta him do merit, 
For my fly wyles and ſubtile craftineſs, | 
The title of the- kidgdom/to- poſſeſs, 
Natheigi (my Brother) ſince we paſſed are 


And I with reaſon meet will reſt content, 
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I am moſt worthy (ſaid the Ape) fith 1 
For it did put my life in jeopardñ; 18 
There- to I am in perſon and in ſtature | 
Moſt.like' a Man, the Lord of every Creature: 
So that it ſeemeth I was made to-raign, 
And e to de a Kingly Irs ' 


*3z * 


"Np (aud the Fox) Sir Ape, you are yy 
For tho* to ſteal the Diadem away | 


Did firſt deviſe the plot by policy; 
So that it wholly ſpringeth from my wit: 
For which alſo I claim my ſelf more fit 


Than you, to rule: for Goverument of State 
Will-wichout wiſdom ſoon be ruinate. 


In his chief parts, that is, in wit and ſpirit; 


Unto this paint, we will appeaſe our jar, 


That ye ſhall have both Crown and Government, 


* Nath lie, nevertheleſs. 
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Upon condition that ye ruled be 

In all affairs, and councelled by me; 

And that ye let none other ever draw 

Vour mind from me, but keep this as a law : 


And hereupen an.vath unto we plight. 


The Ape was glad-t0 id the\irife Go light ; - 
And there-to ſwore : for who would not oft ſwear, 
And oft unſwear, a Diadem to bear? 

Then freely up thoſe royal ſpoils he took, 

Yet at the Lion's ſxin he inly guwwot; ** | 

But it diſſembled, and upon his head | 
The crown, and on his back the ſkin he did, 
And the falſe Fox him helped to array. 
Then when he was all dight,+ he took his way 
Into the forreſt, that he might be ſeen 

Of the wild beaſts in his new glory ſeen. t 
There the two firſt, whom he encountred, were 


The Sheep and th* Aſs, who ſtriken both with fear 


At fight of him, gan faſt away to fly: 
But unto them the Fox aloud did cry, 
And in the King's name bade them both to ſtay, 
Upon the pain that thereof follow may, 
Hardly nath'leſs were they reſtrained ſo, 
fan them did go, 

4 And 


* DQuook, did Re WE Dight, dreſſed ; deckel; Sheen 
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And there diſſuaded them from needleſs. fear, 

For that the King did favour to them bear; 

And therefore dreadleſs bade them come to Court: 
For no wild beaſts ſnould do them any torir; 
There or abroad, ne would his Majeſty 

Uſe them but well, with gracious clemency, 


As whom he knew to him both faſt and true; 
So he perſuaded. them with homage due 


Themſelyes to humble to the Ape proſtrate, 
Who gently to them-bowing in his gate, 
Received them with chearful entertain. 
Thence, forth proceeding with his princely train, 
He ſhortly met the Tyger and the Boar, 
Which with the ſimple Camel raged fore 
In bitter words, ſeeking to take occaſion, 
Upon his fleſhy corps to make invaſion: 
But ſoon as they this Mock-King did eſpy, 
Their troublous ſtrife they ſtinted by and bys 
Thinking indeed that it the Lion was. 


He then to prove whether his power would-paſs - 


As currant, ſent the Fox to them ſtraightway, 
Commanding them their cauſe of ſtrife e 
And if that wrong on either fide there were, 
That he ſhould warn the wronger to appear 

. The 
a Terte, wrong—+ Beuray, to diſcover. 


hut part by land, and part by water fed: 


Whereby the Ape in wondrous ſtomach wox, * ' d 
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The morrow next at court; it to'defend ; == 
982 ng | | | | | 
The ſubtile Fox ſo well his meſſage ſaid, * 

'That the proud beaſts him redily obey'd : 


* 


Strongly: encourag'd by the crafty Fox ; 
That King indeed himſelf he ſhortly thought, 
And all the beaſts him feared as they ought :- 
And followed him into his palace he, + 
Where taking congee,'$ each one by and by 
Departed to his home in dreadful awe, | 4 
Full of che feared fight which late they ſaw, | | ( 
> : 

The Ape thus ſeized of the regal throne, 
Eftſoons, by conncel of the Fox alone, 
Gan to provide for all things in aſſurance, | | 
That ſo his rule might longer have endurance. 
Firſt, to his gate he pointed a ſtrong guard, 
That none might enter but with iſſue hard: 
Then for the ſafeguard of his perſonage, 
He did appoint a warlike equippage 
Of forrain beaſts, not in the forreſt bred, 


For 


oer, became—+ Hie, haſtily,—;; Congee, leave. 


* 
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For tyranny is with ſtrange aid ſupported. 
Then unto him all monſtrous beaſts reſorted 
Bred of two kinds, as Griffons, Minotaures, 


— 


Crocodiles, Dragons, Beavers, and Centaures 4 i 


With thoſe himſelf he ſtrengthened mightily, 
That fear he need no force of enemy. | 
Then 'gan he rule and tyrannize at will, rk 3 
Like as the Fox did guide his graceleſs ſkill; 


And all wild beaſts made vaſſals of his N f 


And with their ſpoils enlarg'd his private treaſured. 


No care of juſtice, nor no rule of reaſon, 

No temperance, nor no regard of ſeaſon, 
Did thenceforth ever enter in his mina 
But cruelty, the ſign of curriſh kind, _ 
And *{dainful pride, and wilful arrogaunce ; l 
Such follows thoſe whom fortune doth advaunce. | 
But the falſe Fox moſt kindly plaid his part: 
For, whatſoever mother Wit, or Art | 
Could work, he put in proof: no practice fly, 
No counterpoint of cunning policy, 


No reach, no breach, that might him profit bring, | 


But he the ſame did to his purpoſe wring, 
Nought ſuffered he the Ape to give or graunt, 


But through his hand alone muſt paſs the flaune, * 


* Fiaunt, warrank 
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All offices, all leafes by him lept, 

And of them all what-ſo he lik'd, he kept. 
Juſtice he ſold, injuſtice for to buy, 

And tor to purchaſe for his progeny. 

IIl might it proſper, that ill gotten was; 

But ſo he got it, little did he paſs, 

He fed his cubs with fat af all the foil, 

And with the ſweet of others fweating toil ; 

He crammed them with crums of benefices, 
And fill'd their mouths with meeds of malefices ; * 
He cloathed them with all colours, ſave white, 
And loaded them with Lord{hips and with might, 
So much as they were able well to bear, 
That with the weight their backs nigh brbken were ; 
He chaffred chairs in which churchmen were ſet, 
And breach of laws to privy farm did let. 

No ſtatute ſo eſtabliſhed might be, | 

Nor ordinance ſo needful, but that he 

Would violate, though not with violence, 

Yet under colour of the confidence 

The which the Ape repos'd in him alone, 

And reckned him the kingdom's corner ſtone, 

And ever, when he ought would brin g to pals, 

His long experience the platform was: 


And 


#* Malefices, evil derds, 


- 
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And when he ought not pleaſing would put by, 
The cloke was care of thrift, and huſbandry, 
For to encreaſe the common treaſure's ſtore ; 
But his own treaſure he encreaſed more, 

And lifted up his lofty towres thereby, 

That they began to threat the neighbour ſky ; 
The whiles the Prince's palaces fell faſt 

To ruin : (for what thing can ever laſt ?) 
And whilſt the other Peers, for poverty | 
Were forc't their ancient houſes to let lie, 
And their old caſtles to the ground to fall, 
Which their forefathers, famous over all, 
Had founded tor the kingdom's ornament, 
And for their memories long moniment, * 
But he no- count made of Nobility, 

Nor the wild beaſts whom : arms did glorify, 


The realm's chief ſtrength and girlondſ of the Crown; 
All theſe through fained crimes he thruſt adown, 


Or made them dwell in darkneſs of diſgrace: 

For none, but whom he liſt, might come in place, 

Of men of arms he had but ſmall regard, | 

But kept them low, and ftreightned very hard, 

For men of learning little he eſteemed ; 

His wiſdom he above their learning deemgd, 
H 2 


* Moniment, monument,-+ Girlond, garland, , 
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As for the raſcal commons leaſt he cared ; 
For not ſo common was his bounty ſhared ; | 
Let God (ſaid he) if pleaſe, care for the many, 
I for myſelf muſt care before elſe any: 
So did he good to none, to many ill, 
So did he all the Kingdom rob and pill, | 
Yet none durſt ſpeak, nor none durſt of him plain; es 
So great he was in grace, and rich through gain. 
Ne would he any let to have acceſs 
Vnto the Prince, but by his own addreſs: 
For all that elſe did come, were ſure to fail; 
| Yet would he further none but for avail. 
For on a time the ſheep, to whom of yore 
The Fox had promiſed of friendſhip ſtore, 
What time the Ape the Kingdom firſt did gain, | 
Came to the Court, her caſe there to complain; 
"How that the Wolf, her mortal enemy, 
Had ſithence ſlain her lamb moſt cruelly ; | | 
And therefore crav'd to come unto the King, 
To let him know the order of the thing. | 
Soft, gooddy ſheep (then faid the Fox) not ſo; _ 
Unto the King ſo raſh you may not go, 
He is with greater matter buſied 
Than a lamb, or the lamb's own mother's hed, 
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Ne certes may I take it well in part, 

That ye my coufin Wolf ſo foully thwart, 
And ſeek with flander his good name to blot? 
For there was cauſe, elſe do it he would not. 
Therefore ſurceaſe, good Dame, and hence depart : + 
So went the ſheep away with heavy heart. 
So many moe, ſo every one was uſed, 
That to give largely to the box refuſed, 


Now when high Jove, in whoſe almighty hand, 
The care of Kings and Powers of Empires ſtand, 
Sitting one day within his turret hie, 

From whence he views with his black-lidded eye, 
What-ſo the Heaven in his wide vault contains, 
And all that in the deepeſt earth remains, 

And troubled kingdom of wild beaſts beheld, 
Whom not their kindly ſovereign did weld, j 

But an uſurping Ape with guile ſuborn'd, 

Had all ſubverſt; he ſdeigufully it ſcorn'd 

In his great heart, and hardly did refrain, 

But that with thunderbolts he had him lain, 

And driven down to Hell, his dueſt meed : 

But him aviſing, he that dreadful deed 

Forebore, and rather choſe, with ſcornful ſhame, 
Him to avenge, and blot his brutiſh name 


* Surceaſe, leave off; reſrain.— Moe, more; a num- 
„ i . = NO 


Unto _ 
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Unto the world, that never aſter any 
Should of his race be void of infamy: 
And his falſe Counſellor, the cauſe of all, 
To damn to death, or dale perpetual, 
From whegee he never ſhould be quit, nor ſtall'd. 
Forth-with he Mercury unto Him call'd, 
And bade him &y with never · reſting ſpeed 
' Unto the forroſt, where wild beaſts do breed; 
And there enquiring privily, to learn | 
What did of late chance to the Lion fearn, + 
That he rul'd not the Empire, as he ought ; 


And whence were all thoſe plaints unto him brought, 
Of wrongs and ſpoils by ſalvage beaſts. committed; 


Which done, he bade the Lion be-remitted 
Into his ſeat, and thoſe ſame treachours vile 
Be puniſhed for their preſumptuous guile. 
The fon of Maia, ſoon as he receiv*d 


That word, ſtraight with his azure wings he cleav'd 


The liquid clouds and lucid firmament ; 
Ne ſtaid, till that he came with ſteep deſcent 
Unto the place, where his prefcript did ſhow. 
| There ſtouping like an arrow from a bow, 
| He ſoft arrived on the graſſie plain, 
And fairly paced forth with eaſie pain, 


4a 


* Dole, grief; pain; anguiſh. + Stearn, happen, 


— 
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Till that unto the palace nigh he carne, 
Then *gan he to himſelf new ſhape to frame, 
And that fair face, and that ambrofithue, 
Which wonts to deck the gods immortal crew, 
And beautifie theſhiby firmament, 
He doft, unfit for that rude rabbment. 
So ſtanding by the gates in ſtrange diſguite, 
He gan enqufife'6f ſome in ſecret wr, 
Both of the King and of his governmetity | 
Anil of the Fox, ind Hils falſe blandifhmerit + 
And evermore he heard each one complain 
Of foul abtiſes both in realm arid raigh. 
Which yet to prove more true, he meant to ſee; 
And an eye-wittieſs of eath'thing to be. 
Tho? on His head his dreadful hat he'dight, | 
Which maketh him invifible to fight, 
And mocketh th* eyes of all the lookers on, 
Making them think it but a viſion. 
Through power of chat, he runs through — 
ſwerds; 
Through power of that, he paſſeth through the herds 
Of ravenous wild beaſts, and doth beguile | 
Their greedy mouths of the expected ſpoil; 
Through power of that, his cunning thieveries 
He wonts to work, that none the ſame efpies ; 
| And 


#* Rablement, croud. 


% MOTHER HUBBERD'S TALE, 


And through the power of that, he putteth on 
What ſhape he liſt in apparition. | 
That on his head he wore; Sn bh 
He took Caduceus his ſnaky wand, 
| With which the dzmapd ghofla be goveracth, 
And furies rules, and Tartare tempereth. | 
With that he cauſeth ſleep to ſeize the eyes, 
And fear the hearts ot all his enemies; 

And when him liſt, an univerſal night 


Throughout the world he makes on every wight, 


As when his fire with Alcumens lay. | 
Thus dight, into the court he took his way, 


Both through the gard, which never him deſcride, 
And through the watchmen, who him never ſpide ; 


Thence, forth he paſt into each ſecret part, 
Whereas he ſaw (that ſorely griev'd his hart) 
Each place abounding with foul injuries, 

And fill'd with treaſure rack'd with robberies : 
Each place defil'd with blood of guiltleſs beaſts, 
Which had been ſlain to ſerve the Ape's beheaffs : * 
Gluttony, malice, pride, and covetize ; 
And lawleſſneſs raigning with riotize ; 
Beſides the infinite extortions | 
Done through the Fox's great oppreſſions, 


- 


* Beheafts, commands. 


That 
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That the complaints thereof could not be told. 
Which when he did with loathful eyes behold, 

He would no more endure, but came his way, 
And caſt to ſeek the Lion where he may, 

That he might work th? avengement for his ſhame, 
On thoſe two caitios which had bred him blame. 
And ſeeking all the foreſt buſily, 

At laſt he found, where fleeping he did lie ; 

The wicked weed, which there the Fox did lay, 
From underneath his head he took away, 

And then him waking, fcrced up to rife, 

The Lion looking up, gan him awize, + 

As one late in a trance, what had of long 


Become of him; for fantaſie is ſtrong. 


Ariſe (ſaid Mercury) thou fluggiſh beaſt, 

That hear lieſt ſenſleſs, like the corpic deceaſt, 
The whilſt thy kingdom from thy head is rent, 
And thy Throne Royal with diſhonour blent : 
Ariſe, and do thyſelf redeem from ſhame, 
And be aveng'd on thoſe that breed thy blame, 
There · at enraged ſoon he gan up-ſtart, 
Grinding his teeth, and grating his great hart ; 
And rouzing up himſelf for his rough hide 


He gan to reach, but no where it eipide. 
| I | There- 


* Caitives, mean ſlaves; 9 knaves. Age Avitze, be- 
hold, obſerve. 
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There-with he 'gan full terribly to roar, 
And chauft* at that indignity right ſore. 
But when his Grown and Scepter both he wanted, 
Lord how he fum'd, and ſwell'd, and rag'd, and 

panted ; * | 
And threatned death, and thouſand deadly dolours 
To them that had purloin'd his princely honours! | 
With that in haſte, diſrobed as he was, 
He towards his own palace forth did paſs ; 
And all the way he roared as he went, | 
That all the forreſt with aſtoniſhment - 
Thereof did tremble, and the beaſts therein | 
Fled faſt away from that ſo dreadful din. \ 
At laſt, he came unto his manſion, 
Where all the gates he found faſt lockt anon, 
And many warders round about them ſtood. 
With that he roar'd aloud, as he were wood, + 
That all the palace quaked at the ſtound, | 
As if it quite were riven from the ground, 
And all within were dead and heartleſs left; 
And th' Ape himſelf, as one whoſe wits were reft, t 
Fled here and there, and every corner ſought, 
To hide himſelf from his own feared thought, 
But the falſe Fox, when he the Lion heard, 
Fled cloſely forth, ſtraightway of death afear'd, 


And 
* Chauſt, became enraged. —+ Wood, mad—? Reft, loſt. 


/ 
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And to the Lion came full lowly creeping, ; 
With fained face, and watry eyz* half weeping, 

To excuſe his former treaſon and abuſion, 

And turning all unto the Ape's confuſion”: 
Nath'leſs, the royal beaſt forbore believing, 

But bade him ſtay at eaſe till further prieving. + 
Then when he ſaw no entrance to him graunted, 
Roaring yet louder that all hearts it daunted, 

Upon thoſe gates with force he fiercely flew, 

And rending them in pieces, felly flew 

Thoſe warders ſtrange, and all that elſe he met. 

But th' Ape ſtill flying, he no where might get; 
From room to room, from beam to beam he fled 

All breathleſs, and for fear now almoſt ded : 

Yet him at laſt the Lion ſpide, and caught, 

And forth with ſhame unto his judgment brought, 
Then all the beaſts he caus'd aſſembled be, 

To hear their doom, and fad enſample fee : 

The Fox, firſt author of that treachery, 

He did uncaſe, and then away let fly ; 

But th* Ape's long tail (which then he had) he quite 
Cut off, and both ears pared of their height ; 

Since which, all Apes but half their ears have left, 
And of their tails are INE» bereft, 


Sq 
Ey, eyes,—+ Prievi 7, proof, 
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80 Mother Hubberd her diſcourſe did end: 
Which pardon me, if I amiſs have pen'd ; 
For, weak at my remembrance it to hold, 
And bad her tongue that it ſo bluntly told. 


